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“Ensuring a safe and secure homeland for 
all North Dakotans”
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2009 - ND National 
Guard Responds to 
Record Flooding

(Youtube video)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KbdpjTZVtVc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KbdpjTZVtVc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KbdpjTZVtVc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KbdpjTZVtVc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KbdpjTZVtVc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KbdpjTZVtVc
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Office of the Adjutant General

North Dakota National Guard Missions

• State

• Community

• Federal

“Providing ready units, individuals and equipment supporting 
our communities, state, & nation.”
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Military Support Operations

• Prepared to support Governor & Adjutant General when ordered in 

the event of Natural Disasters & Homeland Defense missions

• Forces are deployed as dictated by situation

• Floods, fires, tornados, snow/ice storms

• Terrorism related incidents (WMD)

• Deploy to other states as required

Military Support to Civilian Authorities
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• 1997 – Grand Forks flood

• 1997 – South Central counties - blizzard

• 2001 – Fargo flood

• 2002 – Sioux County fire

• 2003 – Grand Forks search & rescue

• 2004 – Adams Co - search & rescue

• 2005 – Katrina (generator/ROWPU support)

• 2006 – Red River flood

• 2006 – Sioux County fire

• 2007 – Northwood tornado

• 2009 – Blizzard support

• 2009 – State-wide Flooding 

• 2009 – Dickinson tornado

• 2010 – Flood Response

• 2010 – Ice Storm support

• 2011 – Blizzard Response

Military Support to Civilian Authorities
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Department of Emergency Services

Director

Department of Emergency Services

MG David Sprynczynatyk

(701) 333-2002

Director

Homeland Security Division

Greg Wilz

(701) 328-8100

Director

Division of State Radio

Mike Lynk

(701) 328-8150
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ND Department of Emergency Services

• Assist local jurisdictions in emergency planning, coordination, 

response, recovery & mitigation

• Provide 24/7 emergency communications

• Coordinate with state & federal agencies for evacuation, sheltering, 

& mass care plans

• Coordinate Civil Air Patrol (CAP) for search/rescue & aerial 

surveillance of dams, rivers & ice jams.

• Provide accurate, timely, valuable information to those impacted by 

emergencies & diasters
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10 Feb 2009 10 Feb 2010

Snow Depth (Inches)

10 Feb 2011
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01 April 2011

17 March 2009 09 March 2010

Snow – Water Equivalent
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Current snowpack 

combined with the one 

month outlook the Knife 

River will  see moderate 

to major  flooding .

Above normal SWE 

in the Little Missouri 

Watershed and the 

Little Muddy River  

will see minor to 

moderate flooding.

Current snowpack will 

cause the Souris River 

Basin to see moderate 

flooding above Minot and 

moderate to major  flooding 

below the city of Minot.

Current snowpack 

combined with the one 

month outlook Apple 

Creek will see minor to 

moderate flooding .

Most Likely Threat

Spring snowmelt with saturated 

and frozen grounds will see 

moderate to major flooding along 

the upper James, southern 

Sheyenne, upper Red 

River and Pembina River.
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Severe overland flooding due to 

high amounts of snowfall this 

winter.
Rain and warm temperatures induce 

rapid melting and simultaneous area 

melting could cause tributaries to stress 

already bloated river systems. 
Rapid melting could cause

flash flood scenarios.

Ice jam potential due to higher than 

normal river conditions coupled with 

rapid warm ups and above average 

precipitation.

Most Dangerous Threat
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Task Force

East

Task Force

West

Joint Force 

Headquarters

National Guard Flood Response Organization
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Flood Observations (as of April 1, 2011)
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• Dec 10 – Validated Plan 

• Feb 11 – Flood Exercise (JOC)

• Mar 11 – ROC (Rehearsal of Concept) – Fargo 

• 5Apr 

– JOC extended hours (6 am – 11 pm)

– Task Force – East (Fargo) operational 

• Nearly 3300 ND Guardsmen available

Guard Preparation

ROC - Fargo
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• TF-East (Fargo) (5 Apr)
– About 80 Airmen

– 39 Hummers

– 15 Resource Control Points

– 8 Traffic Control Points

• Task Force-West (Bismarck) (stand-by)

• Task Force Aviation (Fargo Air Base)
– 2 Blackhawk helicopters ready to deploy to Fargo

– EMAC (if needed)
• 2 Dolphin search & rescue helicopters

• 1 Chinook heavy lift helicopter (Montana Guard) 

• 2 MEDEVAC Blackhawks (Shared with SD) 

Guard Response Organization
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• Sandbagging Machine support

– Belcourt

– Valley City 

• Wahpeton – Four 5 ton dump trucks ready

– 2 w/ clay, 2 w/ sandbags

• 200 – 1 ton sandbags (40 on trucks) ready

Guard Response – so far
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1,452.05 ft on 06/27/2010

Devils Lake at Creel Bay

Currently

1451.8 ft



2323

Office of the Adjutant General

Always Ready, Always There

“Ensuring a safe and secure homeland for all North Dakotans”
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N.D. Memorial to the Fallen in the 

Global War on Terrorism

“We Will Never Forget”


